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TRAPPING THE EASTERN VARIETY MOLE

Test for an active mole run 24 hours before setting the trap. Step down once on each of several different runs. The
damaged tunnels on active runs should show signs of repair within 24 hours.

] Using your finger or a slender stick, measure
down through the top of the run to the bottom of
the tunnel. If this distance is more than the trap will
reach underground, try a different location or
remove enough soil to allow the trap loops to encir-
cle the tunnel. Fill in the finger hole.

()

(6] mark the top of the run with the tips of the trap
loops. Using a flat spade make two slots at the
marks. The slots must be slightly deeper than the
tunnel bottom.

CAUTION: don't place finger or hands between base
and loop when trap Is set.

E Set the trap by compressing the spring with
both hands.

(3] Hold the spring against the trap base with one
hand and move the trigger over the spring with the
other hand.

[7] Place the trap in the spade slots and push it into
the soil with your foot. Before removing your foot,
check that the trigger is still in the trip pan slot. If it
has slipped out, reach down and reset it.

[8] Reach down with one hand and hold the trigger
in the trip pan slot. With the other hand collapse a
small part of the tunnel directly under the trip pan.

[4] Hold the trigger against the trap base with one
hand and position the other hand under the spring.

(5] Hold the trigger down with your thumb and
place the end of the trigger into the trip pan slot.
The trap is now set.

CAUTION: don't place finger or hands between base
and loop when trap Is set.

[3] Bend the trip pan if ‘necessary so that it just
touches the collapsed portion of the tunnel. Release
the trigger and the trap is now set.

TRAPPING THE WEST COAST TOWNSEND MOLE
B

Trapping the West Coast mole is similar to trap-
ping the Eastern variety but there are some dif-
ferences. West Coast moles generally burrow
deeper than East Coast moles and their runs are
more difficult to find.

[1] Locate a mole hill and push aside the soil from
the entrance.

[2] push a slender stick down into the hole and at-
tempt to find the direction of the run. If this is not
possible, push the stick into the ground in the area
of the hole and find the run.

Blat a spot a few inches from the opening, dig
down to the tunnel with a trowel. Make room for
the trap.

[4] make slots for the trap loops. Set the trap using
the procedure shown in trapping the Eastern varie-
ty mole, Steps 4 through 7.

(5] Place the trap in the pit and make sure the loops
encircle the tunnel. Fill in the pit with loose damp
earth. Pack the earth somewhat firmer under the
trip pan.
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